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separation-of-powers challenge would warrant recognition of public-right standing. The
court limited such standing to "the rare and extraordinary case" in which the legislature
"directly and broadly" acts to divest the judiciary of its power. Id. at 504. We see no
public-interest threat of the Sheward magnitude arising from Miami University's decision to
extend domestic-partner benefits to its employees. Even if the university's conduct
violates Section 11, Article XV of the Ohio Constitution, Sheward makes clear that not
every constitutional violation justifies the recognition of public-right standing. Id. at 503-
504. Accordingly, we reject Brinkman's argument that he possesses public-right standing
because his lawsuit involves a matter of great public interest.

{161} Having; rejected each of Brinkman's arguments, we overrule his assignment
of error and affirm the judgment of the Butler County Common Pleas Court.

BRESSLER, P.J., and WALSH, J., concur.

(Brogan, J., of the Second District Court of Appeals, sitting by assignment of the
Chief Justice of Ohio, pursuant to Section 5(A)(3), Article IV, of the Ohio Constitution.)

This opinion or decision is subject to further editing by the Supreme Court of
Ohio's Reporter of Decisions. Parties interested in viewing the final reported
version are advised to visit the Ohio Supreme Court's web site at:
http://www.sconet.state.oh.us/ROD/documents/. Final versions of decisions are
also available on the Twelfth District's web site at:
http://www.twelfth.courts.state.oh.us/search.asp




