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the failure of constitutional protections that led to their internment during World War II, JABA
has a proud history of actively advocating and devoting resources to issues of civil rights and
social justice, especially for those members of society who continue to suffer from
discrimination and unequal treatment.

The Korean American Bar Association of Northern California (“KABANC”) is a
professional membership organization of Korean American lawyers. KABANC’s interest in
having courts ensure equal protection under the law is central to its mission. Through its board
of directors, committees and community efforts, KABANC has worked to promote the core
constitutional principles of equal protection and fundamental rights, and to oppose discrimination
in all forms.

The Korean American Bar Association of Southern California (“KABASC”) is a non-
profit professional membership organization of Korean American lawyers. KABASC’s interest
in having courts ensure equal protection under the law is central to its mission. Through its
community efforts, KABASC has worked to promote the core constitutional principles of equal
protection and fundamental rights, and to oppose discrimination in all forms.

The Latina Lawyers Bar Association is a non-profit legal organization that is dedicated to
the advancement of Latinas in the legal field and the community at large. The Latina Lawyers
Bar Association has a strong interest in protecting the integrity of the core constitutional
principles of equal protection and fundamental rights, and ensuring the courts’ role as final
arbiter of these constitutional guarantees.

The Law Foundation of Silicon Valley is a non-profit public interest organization that
advances the civil rights of low-income, immigrant, African American, Latino, Asian/Pacific
American, female, lesbian/gay/bisexual/transgender, and other clients through litigation, direct
legal services, and education. The Law Foundation has a strong interest in protecting the
integrity of the core constitutional principles of equal protection and fundamental rights, and
ensuring the courts’ role as final arbiter of these constitutional guarantees.

The Lawyer’s Club of San Francisco is a non-profit voluntary association of lawyers,
primarily but not exclusively, in practice in San Francisco. The membership historically and at
present represents the multi-ethnic, racial and religious diversity of San Francisco. Throughout
its history and for well more than half a century, The Lawyer’s Club has had a distinguished
history of active participation in a full range of public activities affecting lawyers and the legal
profession. Among the Club’s leadership have been Presidents of the State Bar of California,
Judges of the Federal and State Courts, leaders of major law firms, elected officials at State and
Municipal levels, as well as a full breadth of lawyers serving the public in every area in which
the Law affects the rights of individuals. The guiding principal of this association is a strong
interest in protecting the integrity of the core constitutional principles of equal protection and
fundamental rights, and ensuring the courts’ role as final arbiter of these constitutional
guarantees.
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The Lesbian and Gay Lawyers Association of Los Angeles (“LGLA”) is a non-profit
voluntary membership bar association of attorneys, law students, and legal professionals in the
greater Los Angeles area. LGLA is an affiliate of the Los Angeles County Bar Association.
Founded in 1979, LGLA continues its mission of providing a strong leadership presence of and
for lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgendered (LGBT) persons in the legal profession and in the
community at large, through education, legal advocacy, and participation in political and civic
activities and social functions. LGLA has fought for equal justice for all persons without regard
for their sexual orientation for almost thirty years. LGLA’s interest in having the California
Constitution continue to guarantee equal protection under the law to LGBT persons is central to
its mission. '

The Mexican American Bar Association (“MABA”) is a non-profit professional
membership organization of Latino attorneys and others involved in the legal profession.
MABA is committed to the advancement of Latinos in the legal profession and the
empowerment of the Latino community through service and advocacy. MABA is also
committed to promoting constitutional principles of equal protection and fundamental rights, and
to opposing discrimination in all forms.

The Minority Bar Coalition (“MBC”) is a coalition of more than 20 Bay Area
mainstream, specialty, ethnic and minority bar associations working together on issues of law
and social justice. The MBC deals with issues specifically impacting the minority lawyer. The
MBC takes the lead in speaking out with a unified voice on issues impacting minority
communities such as diversity, the death penalty and marriage equality. The MBC hosts an
annual conference and awards reception to address legal issues impacting the minority legal
community and to recognize individual lawyers in the Bay Area minority legal community who
have done the most to advance the causes of diversity and service to the community. At present,
the Minority Bar Coalition includes, among other bar associations: Asian American Bar
Association of the Greater Bay Area, Asian Pacific Bar Association of Silicon Valley, Bay Area
Association of Muslim Lawyers, Bar Association of San Francisco, Bay Area Lawyers for
Individual Freedom, Charles Houston Bar Association, Filipino Bar Association of Northern
California, Korean American Bar Association of Northern California, Queen’s Bench Bar
Association, San Francisco La Raza Lawyers Association, South Asian Bar Association of
Northern California, and Vietnamese American Bar Association of Northern California. MBC
has a strong interest in protecting the integrity of the core constitutional principles of equal
protection and fundamental rights, and ensuring the courts’ role as final arbiter of these
constitutional guarantees.

The National Lawyers Guild San Francisco Bay Area Chapter (“NLGSF”) is a
membership organization that brings together lawyers, law students and legal workers to
collaborate in the process of using the law for political, economic and social justice. The
NLGSEF actively seeks to eliminate discrimination and to maintain and protect civil rights and
liberties in the face of persistent attacks upon them. Through public education projects and
litigation support, the NLGSF has consistently supported the rights of individuals in the LGBT
community to be free from discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation and gender identity.
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The National LGBT Bar Association (“NLGBTBA”) (formerly National Lesbian Gay
Law Association), founded in 1988, is the nation’s only professional bar association of lesbian,
gay, bisexual, transsexual, and straight allies. Members include prominent lawyers, judges and
other legal professionals as well as law students, activists and over 26 affiliated local, state and
regional LGBT voluntary bar associations across the nation, and over 100 LGBT law student
organizations. The NLGBTBA is the bar association that educates the profession about issues of
concern to LGBT legal professionals and students. NLGBTBA works to promote diversity and
justice in and through the legal profession for the LGBT community by supporting affiliated
political and legal advocacy organizations; disseminating public information on legal issues of
concern to LGBT people and their straight allies; convening the only national annual LGBT legal
issues continuing legal education conference; and hosting the only annual national career fair for
LGBT law students. Since its inception, NLGBTBA has advocated for the equal protection of
all LGBT people including the ability to participate fully in the institution of civil marriage. As
NLGBTBA'’s interest in having courts ensure equal protection under the law 1is central to its
mission, it strongly advocates for the California judiciary to be deemed the final arbiter of
constitutional legal issues. Moreover, the judiciary must remain an independent and
authoritative arm of government, subject to principles of stare decisis, in order to ensure
protections for the California citizenry, even when the passions of a slim majority may disagree.

San Francisco L.a Raza Lawyers Association (“SFLRLA”) is a professional membership
organization of Latino attorneys. SFLRLA’s core mission is to serve the public interest by
cultivating the science of jurisprudence, promoting reform in the law, facilitating the
administration of justice, and cooperating with other professional and community organizations
in the furtherance of our mission. SFLRLA’s interest in having courts ensure equal protection
for under the law is central to its mission. SFLRLA works to promote the core constitutional
principles of equal protection and fundamental rights, and to oppose discrimination in all forms.

San Francisco Trial Lawyers Association (“SFTLA”) is a professional membership
organization of trial attorneys, now from a broad range of backgrounds, although this was not
always the case. SFTLA developed a strong mission statement embracing and promoting
diversity within the organization. SFTLA’s interest in having courts ensure equal protection
under the law is central to its mission. Through its Board of Directors, community outreach,
legal and social events, publications and continuing education programs, SFTLA has worked to
promote the core constitutional principles of equal protection and fundamental rights, and to
oppose discrimination in all forms.

The South Asian Bar Association of Northern California (“SABA-NC”) is proud to serve
as an advocate for the South Asian community in Northern California and beyond. As part of
that mission, SABA-NC has promoted the core constitutional principles of equal protection and
fundamental rights, and has opposed discrimination in all forms. SABA-NC recognizes that
minority communities often face similar challenges at various points throughout their histories.
The South Asian community has felt the burden of laws and policies that limit their marriage
rights in its past. FFor several decades starting at the beginning of the 20th century, South Asian
immigrants and their progeny in California were relegated to second-class citizen status by virtue
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of anti-miscegenation laws popular throughout the United States, which prevented them from
marrying the partner of their choice regardless of race. In 1948, the California Supreme Court
took the bold step of becoming the first high court in the nation to strike down an anti-
miscegenation statute in the landmark decision Perez v. Sharp. Today, SABA-NC stands with
the gay and lesbian community — both inside and outside the South Asian community — as they
face similar discrimination, and together we ask that the courts not allow discrimination to be
written into our Constitution on a mere majority vote.

The South Asian Bar Association of San Diego (“SABA-SD”) is a voluntary bar
association dedicated to the advancement and development of attorneys and law students
interested in issues affecting the South Asian community. Part of SABA-SD’s mission is to
support the provision of legal services to the South Asian community, and to serve as an
advocate for the concerns and opinions of South Asians in the community generally, and in the
legal profession in particular. SABA-SD has a strong interest in protecting the integrity of the
core constitutional principles of equal protection and fundamental rights, and ensuring the
courts’ role as final arbiter of these constitutional guarantees.

The Tom Homann Law Association is a non-profit public interest organization that
advances the legal and civil rights of lesbian/gay/bisexual/transgender members of the legal
community and the community at-large. The Tom Homann Law Association has a strong
interest in protecting the integrity of the core constitutional principles of equal protection and
fundamental rights, and ensuring the courts’ role as final arbiter of these constitutional
guarantees.

The Transgender Law Center is a non-profit civil rights organization that advances the
civil rights of transgender clients throughout California through direct legal services, litigation
and public education. The Transgender Law Center has a strong interest in protecting the
integrity of the core constitutional principles of equal protection and fundamental rights, and
ensuring the courts’ role as final arbiter of these constitutional guarantees.

CONCLUSION

For the reasons set forth in the November 10, 2008 amicus curiae¢ letter brief of the Bar
Association of San Francisco, Impact Fund, Lawyers’ Committee for Civil Rights Under Law of
the San Francisco Bay Area, and Legal Aid Society - Employment Law Center, Amici hereby
respectfully urge this Court to grant the relief sought in the Petition for Extraordinary Relief.
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Dated: November 17, 2008

7897353

Respectfully submitted,

ELIZABETH J. CABRASER

KELLY M. DERMODY

ALLISON S. ELGART

Lieff, Cabraser, Heimann & Bernstein, LLP
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